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5  S T E P S  F OR  SHADE  GARDEN  S U C C E S S

1 .  E V A L U A T E  Y O U R  S H A D E .  

You  may  know  your  landscape 's  ins  and  outs ,  but  take  t ime  to  re-assess  l ight  levels .  Sites

that  sit  in  ful l  shade  when  you  leave  in  the  morning  and  come  home  at  night  may  be  in

full  sun  at  midday .  Shade  plants  handle  gentle  morning  and  evening  rays  well ,  but  harsh

noon  sun  is  a  different  story .  Compare  l ight  levels  in  the  most  sheltered  sections  of  your

site  to  those  along  the  leading  edge ,  so  you  can  place  new  plants  where  they ' l l  f lourish .  

2 .  F O C U S  O N  F O L I A G E .  

Interesting  and  unusual  fol iage  provides  the  foundation  for  shade  gardens .  Leaf  shape ,

size ,  texture  and  color  all  contribute  season- long  beauty  to  your  shady  sites .  Plants  l ike

Paradigm  hosta  offer  corrugated  golden  leaves  r immed  in  deep  blue-green .  For  the  f l ip-

side ,  try  First  Frost  hosta 's  vibrant  blue-green  leaves  edged  in  gold .  

3 .  S H OW C A S E  S E A S O N A L  C H A N G E S .  

Plants  that  change  with  the  seasons  keep  shady  sites  fresh  at  every  turn .  Old- fashioned

bleeding  heart  adds  t imeless  grace  and  romance  with  weeping ,  heart-shaped  spring

blossoms .  Then  i t  dies  back  and  lets  other  plants  move  in  for  summer .   

4 .  C E L E B R A T E  S H A D E - L O V I N G  B L O OM S .  

By  choosing  shade  plants  that  f lower  at  different  t imes ,  you  can  make  the  most  of  shady

blooms .  The  Visions  series  of  asti lbes  pairs  thick ,  sturdy  stems  with  showy  f lower  plumes

and  staggered  bloom  t imes .  Start  the  parade  with  Visions  in  Red  asti lbe ,  whose  deep  red

buds  open  to  fuchsia  atop  bronze-red  leaves ,  and  add  the  bright ,  mauve-pink  blooms  of

the  original  Visions .  

5 .  F I N E - T U N E  Y O U R  P L A N T  C A R E .  

With  less  exposure  to  sun  and  wind ,  shade  sites  generally  dry  out  more  slowly  than

sunny  sites  when  watered .  At  the  same  t ime ,  trees  and  structures  that  shade  your  site

can  prevent  rain  from  reaching  the  ground .  Check  your  soil  by  hand  regularly  and  adjust

your  watering  to  meet  plant  needs .  Shady  sites  often  have  less  air  circulation ,  so  l imit

overhead  watering .  Water  early  in  the  day  so  wet  leaves  dry  more  quickly .  This  reduces

the  r isk  of  leaf  diseases .  
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